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Winona Wagon Works – The Winona Wagon Works established its factory on six acres at 
1009 West Fifth Street in Winona after moving from Rushford to Winona following a fire in 1879.
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FEBRUARYBenz Blacksmith Shop – Wilhelm Benz opened The Benz Blacksmith Shop at Mankato Avenue and 
Mark Street in 1870. In this photo, William, who went into business with his father in 1893, is holding 
the sledgehammer and Wilhelm is standing at the anvil. It was closed in 1951.
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Peter Bub Brewery – The Peter Bub Brewing Co., founded in 1862, was the second brewery in 
Winona, and at the time of  this 1900 photo, was producing about 30,000 barrels of  beer a year.

Ash Wednesday

Daylight Saving Time Begins St. Patrick’s Day

Vernal Equinox (Spring)
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William Schellhas Brewery – The William Schellhas Brewery, located near Sugar Loaf, was incorporated 
in 1907. A popular brand was their “Gold Medal Brew” as pictured with the men that brewed it.
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Schlitz Hotel Café – The Schlitz Hotel Café, located at 129 West Third Street, was opened 
for business around 1890 and served meals, featuring chicken, duck and frog legs.

Winona State University 
Commencement

Cinco de Mayo

Saint Mary’s University 
Commencement

Mother’s Day Armed Forces Day

Minnesota City Day

Memorial Day
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The Bunnell    
 House

Open Summers
Located in Homer, MN

Federal Bakery – The Federal Bakery, located at 103 East Third Street, opened its 
doors in 1919 to make bread and biscuits. A fire destroyed the building in 1972.

Pentecost Chocolate, Shakespeare 
and Champagne

Steamboat Days Start

Flag Day

Steamboat Days End

Father’s Day

Lewiston Heartland Days Start

Great River Shakespeare 
Festival Opens

Summer Solstice

Lewiston Heartland Days End
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Winona Textile Mills – The Winona Textile Mills began operations in Winona in 1939 at 102 Walnut Street. 
One of  its principle products was wool yarn that was spun at its spinning mill.

Independence Day Minnesota Beethoven 
Festival Opens

Minnesota Beethoven 
Festival Closes

Great River Shakespeare 
Festival Closes
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National Can Retinning Company – The National Can Retinning Company, located at 1101 East Sanborn Street, came to Winona 
in 1947 to retin dairy milk and cream cans. The can was dipped in molten tin and resoldered before being shipped to its users. 
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Goodview Days End
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Days Start

St. Charles Gladiolus 
Days End
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Brown Drug Store – In 1908, Edwin Brown leased his store at 101 West Third Street. 
Mr. Brown joined the Rexall Corporation, the largest druggists’ cooperative in America, 
which provides a large stock of  remedies for most every aliment. 

Labor Day

Patriot Day

Autumnal Equinox
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Discover Your Roots

Winona County Historical Society
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Altura Turkey Plant – The Altura Turkey Plant, started by Ed Simon in 1946, 
was purchased by Hubbard Foods in 1964.

Voices from the Past

Voices from the Past

Halloween
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McConnon Medical Company – The McConnon Medical Company, manufacturers of  household 
and veterinary medical products, was incorporated in 1904 at 326 East Third Street. Showing the 
McConnon Product line are Ben Miller to the left and Richard Vickery.

Daylight Saving Time Ends Election Day Veterans’ Day

Thanksgiving Day Thanksgiving Friday
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Ramer Candy Company – Abraham Ramer and E.F. Grade opened their candy factory in 1894 at 62 E. Second St. The 
company made fine chocolates, and by 1910, women made up many of  the employees, hand-dipping over 20,000 pounds 
of  candy every day at the new expanded plant at Second and Walnut streets. It closed in 1918 and moved to St. Paul.

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day

Winter Solstice

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day



WINONA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S

Lunchtime Learning Series
Held Several Wednesdays 
Each Month at 12:05 p.m.

www.winonahistory.org for a schedule

Fo
od For Thought

The Perfect Venue...

For Your Special Day!
Winona County History Center • 507-452-6609

Winona’s Only Exclusive Catering Service
(507) 452-3150 301 E Mark St. • Winona, MN

Dan Buehler 507-932-9983, 907 Whitewater Ave - St. Charles

John Hardy 507-454-5068, 1215 Gilmore Avenue - Winona

Wayne Myhre 507-452-0300, 1570 W Service Dr - Winona

Garrett Ping 507-452-9265, 3760 Service Dr - Winona

Winona Area 
Financial Advisors

Ryan Ping 507-452-9174, 100 Latsch Square (Ste. 202) - Winona

Matt Reeck 507-452-1311, 619 Huff Street - Winona

Kim Renk 507-452-9685, 1658 W 9th Street - Winona

Brian Thurow 507-452-7470, 157 W 3rd Street - Winona



 

The Bunnell 
 House

Located in Homer, MN
Open Summers

1606 W. 5th St. • Winona, MN 55987 • 507-454-4440

24 Hour Emergency Service • 507-450-3217

RUSSELL & ASSOCIATES LLC

Certified Public Accountants and Business Advisors

Tax ~ Accounting ~ Consulting

507-452-3100  www.russellcpafirm.com

Winona 452-5202 • Rollingstone 689-2151 
St. Charles • 932-5001

800-908-BANK (2265) • Bremer.com
Member FDIC

St. Charles RollingstoneWinona3.25x1.75.indd   1 8/27/15   4:35 PM



heidi bryant
graphic & web design
heidi@design-on-call.com
design-on-call.com

2017 Calendar Design by: Someday all natural products will be this good.  
Just give them 149 years.
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Mobile Banking at your Convenience!
Skip the trip to the bank and let your phone do the work!

View Balances  •  Transfer Funds  •  Pay Bills  

Deposit Checks  •  Manage Cards  

View Statements • View Checks • P2P Payments

COVER PHOTO

Watkins Administration Building – Office workers faced away from the big office over 
looking the sea of  desks below. The building was designed by architect George Maher and was 
completed in 1911, and is still the headquarters of  Watkins Inc. today. Founder J. R. Watkins 
brought his liniment to Winona from Plainview, Minnesota in 1885 and expanded to many 
kitchen, beauty, and household products since.

Calendar Design by: Heidi Bryant • www.design-on-call.com 
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